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Axel threw a stick in the lake that he found on the shore.

He noticed that the stick didn’t sink, but floated on the water.

“That stick could help us if it was big enough,” thought Axel.

He looked at the trees around the lake and had an idea.

He asked Dad to chop down a tree that was just the right size.

When they had taken off the branches, they put the trunk in 
the lake.

Axel cheered when he saw that it floated.  He had made a canoe.

He got two branches to make oars.  Now he could paddle 
the canoe.

Axel and Dad sat on the log canoe.  Dad cheered when he saw that 
it floated.

If Axel could paddle the canoe into the middle of the lake, Dad 
could use his spear to catch the fish.

3. The Log Canoe
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Find ‘when’, ‘if’ and ‘that’ in the story.

I can use the words ‘when’, ‘if’ and ‘that’.

Choose the correct word from the brackets to complete 
the sentences.

1  Dad made a log canoe from a tree ………… he chopped down. 
(if / that)

2  They could use the log as a boat ………… it floated in the water. 
(that / if)

3  Axel paddled with two oars ………… he made from tree 
branches. (that / when)

4  Dad began to fish ………… Axel paddled to the middle of 
the lake. (when / that)

5  Axel paddled back to shore ………… Dad had caught plenty of 
fish. (if / when)

6  “I could make a raft ……… I could tie some logs together,” 
thought Axel. (that / if)
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I can use the words ‘when’, ‘if’ and ‘that’.

Choose the correct word from the box below to complete 
the sentences.  (You may use each word twice only.)

when if that

1  Dad made a log canoe from a tree …………… he chopped down.  

2  They could use the log as a boat …………… it floated in the water.  

3  Axel paddled with two oars …………… he made from tree branches.  

4  Dad began to fish …………… Axel paddled to the middle of the lake.  

5  Axel paddled back to shore …………… Dad had caught plenty of fish.  

6  “I could make a raft …………… I could tie some logs together,”  
thought Axel. 

Find ‘when’, ‘if’ and ‘that’ in the story.
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