
Barnaby and Stragglebeard had been caught by the tribesmen who lived 
on the island.  The tribesmen had come across pirates before and they didn’t 
trust them as far as they could throw them.  Pirates meant trouble and they 

wanted them off their island. They had taken them back to their village 
where they had tied them up and then bound them to a post.  The two 

pirates were now standing on a pile of logs.  It didn’t take long for them to 
realise what was going to happen to them.  “And it’s not even bonfire night!” 

wailed Stragglebeard.  An imposing-looking man in a huge 
headdress approached them.  They thought he might be the chief.

Captured!
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7

Find the past tense form of the irregular verbs in the brackets and place them in the 
spaces to complete the sentences.

The chief ................... to them in a strange language. (spoke/ speak)

They ................... not a single word, but they ................... by the tone of his voice that they were in trouble. 
(understand/ understood) (knew/ know)

Then one of the tribesmen ................... the wood beneath their feet and ................... on the flames to get the fire 
started.  (light/ lit) (blew/ blow)

Barnaby and Stragglebeard ................... to think that they would surely be ................... alive.  (began/ begin) 
(burn/ burnt)

Just as the flames started to lick around their toes a bird ................... past. (fly/ flew)

They both ................... they recognised the bird. (thought/ think)

It ................... Mister P of course!  But where ................... Captain Starling?  (is/ was)

................... Mister P rescue them on his own? (Could/ Can)

Extension Use some of the irregular verbs above to make sentences of your own.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
10

I can identify and use the irregular past tense.
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Barnaby and Stragglebeard had been caught by the tribesmen who lived 
on the island.  The tribesmen had come across pirates before and they didn’t 
trust them as far as they could throw them.  Pirates meant trouble and they 

wanted them off their island. They had taken them back to their village 
where they had tied them up and then bound them to a post.  The two 

pirates were now standing on a pile of logs.  It didn’t take long for them to 
realise what was going to happen to them.  “And it’s not even bonfire night!” 

wailed Stragglebeard.  An imposing-looking man in a huge 
headdress approached them.  They thought he might be the chief.

Captured!
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7

Find the past tense form of the irregular verbs in the brackets and place them in the 
spaces to complete the sentences.

The chief ................... to them in a strange language. (spoke/ speak)

They ................... not a single word, but they ................... by the tone of his voice that they were in trouble. 
(understand/ understood) (knew/ know)

Then one of the tribesmen ................... the wood beneath their feet and ................... on the flames to get the fire 
started.  (light/ lit) (blew/ blow)

Barnaby and Stragglebeard ................... to think that they would surely be ................... alive.  (began/ begin) 
(burn/ burnt)

Just as the flames started to lick around their toes a bird ................... past. (fly/ flew)

They both ................... they recognised the bird. (thought/ think)

It ................... Mister P of course!  But where ................... Captain Starling?  (is/ was)

................... Mister P rescue them on his own? (Could/ Can)

Extension Use some of the irregular verbs above to make sentences of your own.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
10

I can identify and use the irregular past tense.

Year 3 • Term 2

66

Name:
Red 

Pirates

©
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 H
ea

dS
ta

rt
 P

rim
ar

y 
Lt

d



Find the past tense form of the irregular verbs in the banner and place them in the spaces to 
complete the sentences.

blew/blow  light/lit   spoke/speak  understand/understood   could/can
fly/flew  burn/burnt  is/was  thought/think  began/begin  know/knew

The chief ................... to them in a strange language.

They ................... not a single word, but they ................... by the tone of his voice that they were in trouble. 

Then one of the tribesmen ................... the wood beneath their feet and ................... on the flames to get the fire started.  

Barnaby and Stragglebeard ................... to think that they would surely be ................... alive.  

Just as the flames started to lick around their toes a bird ................... past.

They both ................... they recognised the bird. 

It ................... Mister P of course!  But where ................... Captain Starling? 

................... Mister P rescue them on his own? 

Extension Use some of the irregular verbs above to make sentences of your own.
6
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I can identify and use the irregular past tense.
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Change the verbs in the brackets to the past tense form and place them in the spaces 
to complete the sentences.

The chief ................... to them in a strange language. (speak)

They ................... not a single word, but they ................... by the tone of his voice that they were in trouble. 
(understand) (know)

Then one of the tribesmen ................... the wood beneath their feet and ................... on the flames to get the fire 
started.  (light) (blow)

Barnaby and Stragglebeard ................... to think that they would surely be ................... alive.  (begin) (burn)

Just as the flames started to lick around their toes a bird ................... past. (fly)

They both ................... they recognised the bird. (think)

It ................... Mister P of course!  But where ................... Captain Starling?  (is)

................... Mister P rescue them on his own? (Can)

Extension Use some of the irregular verbs above to make sentences of your own.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

I can identify and use the irregular past tense.
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Find the past tense form of the irregular verbs in the banner and place them in the spaces to 
complete the sentences.

blew/blow  light/lit   spoke/speak  understand/understood   could/can
fly/flew  burn/burnt  is/was  thought/think  began/begin  know/knew

The chief ................... to them in a strange language.

They ................... not a single word, but they ................... by the tone of his voice that they were in trouble. 

Then one of the tribesmen ................... the wood beneath their feet and ................... on the flames to get the fire started.  

Barnaby and Stragglebeard ................... to think that they would surely be ................... alive.  

Just as the flames started to lick around their toes a bird ................... past.

They both ................... they recognised the bird. 

It ................... Mister P of course!  But where ................... Captain Starling? 

................... Mister P rescue them on his own? 

Extension Use some of the irregular verbs above to make sentences of your own.
6
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I can identify and use the irregular past tense.
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Change the verbs in the brackets to the past tense form and place them in the spaces 
to complete the sentences.

The chief ................... to them in a strange language. (speak)

They ................... not a single word, but they ................... by the tone of his voice that they were in trouble. 
(understand) (know)

Then one of the tribesmen ................... the wood beneath their feet and ................... on the flames to get the fire 
started.  (light) (blow)

Barnaby and Stragglebeard ................... to think that they would surely be ................... alive.  (begin) (burn)

Just as the flames started to lick around their toes a bird ................... past. (fly)

They both ................... they recognised the bird. (think)

It ................... Mister P of course!  But where ................... Captain Starling?  (is)

................... Mister P rescue them on his own? (Can)

Extension Use some of the irregular verbs above to make sentences of your own.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

I can identify and use the irregular past tense.
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