
When the coast was clear, Captain Starling and her crew crept out of the bushes where they 
had been hiding.  They couldn’t believe their luck!  Captain Blackheart and his cronies had 
been chased off the island, leaving the treasure chest behind.  What’s more, they had saved 
Captain Starling and her crew hours of hard work by digging the chest up for them.  Now all 
they had to do was open it!  They were just working out the best way to break the lock when 
one of the cheeky monkeys leapt forward with the key in his hand and offered it to 
Captain Starling!  She quickly took the key and tried it in the keyhole.  
The key slowly turned in the lock and they all heard a wonderful click 
as it opened.  Captain Starling took a deep breath and swung the 
lid open.  What were they going to find?  They hoped for gold, 
of course.  However, they were not prepared for 
what they did see.  The chest was empty!  
Except for one item that was 
lying in the bottom corner!  
A banana!  But not even a 
banana that the monkeys 
could eat!  This banana 
was made out of stone!
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Cross out ‘said’ and replace it with one of the words from the pieces of wood.

The pirates were very excited when the key was returned. 

“But why did the monkey give us back the key?” 
said w                               Barnaby.

“I never expected that!” said r                                Egg.

“I can’t wait! Quick! Open the lid!”  
said b                       Stragglebeard.

“Does the key open the lock?” 
said a                   Barnaby.

“Yes!  It’s a perfect fit,” 
said r                           Captain Starling.

“I am so excited!” said e                                    Egg.

However, they were very disappointed when they saw what was in the chest. 

Now write some sentences that the pirates might have said when 
they saw the stone banana, using the words from the pieces of wood. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

remarked exclaimed

protested

begged wondered
replied

gasped

asked

ranted

Extension Use a thesaurus to find more words for ‘said’ and 
write sentences of your own using them.

1

2

3

7

4

5

6

I can use different words for ‘said’.

Name:
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When the coast was clear, Captain Starling and her crew crept out of the bushes where they 
had been hiding.  They couldn’t believe their luck!  Captain Blackheart and his cronies had 
been chased off the island, leaving the treasure chest behind.  What’s more, they had saved 
Captain Starling and her crew hours of hard work by digging the chest up for them.  Now all 
they had to do was open it!  They were just working out the best way to break the lock when 
one of the cheeky monkeys leapt forward with the key in his hand and offered it to 
Captain Starling!  She quickly took the key and tried it in the keyhole.  
The key slowly turned in the lock and they all heard a wonderful click 
as it opened.  Captain Starling took a deep breath and swung the 
lid open.  What were they going to find?  They hoped for gold, 
of course.  However, they were not prepared for 
what they did see.  The chest was empty!  
Except for one item that was 
lying in the bottom corner!  
A banana!  But not even a 
banana that the monkeys 
could eat!  This banana 
was made out of stone!
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Cross out ‘said’ and replace it with one of the words from the pieces of wood.

The pirates were very excited when the key was returned. 

“But why did the monkey give us back the key?” 
said w                               Barnaby.

“I never expected that!” said r                                Egg.

“I can’t wait! Quick! Open the lid!”  
said b                       Stragglebeard.

“Does the key open the lock?” 
said a                   Barnaby.

“Yes!  It’s a perfect fit,” 
said r                           Captain Starling.

“I am so excited!” said e                                    Egg.

However, they were very disappointed when they saw what was in the chest. 

Now write some sentences that the pirates might have said when 
they saw the stone banana, using the words from the pieces of wood. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

remarked exclaimed

protested

begged wondered
replied

gasped

asked

ranted

Extension Use a thesaurus to find more words for ‘said’ and 
write sentences of your own using them.

1

2

3

7

4

5

6

I can use different words for ‘said’.

Name:
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Cross out ‘said’ and replace it with one 
of the words from the pieces of wood.

The pirates were very excited when the key was returned. 

“But why did the monkey give us back the key?” 
said ........................... Barnaby.

“I never expected that!” said ........................... Egg.

“I can’t wait! Quick! Open the lid!”  
said ........................... Stragglebeard.

“Does the key open the lock?” 
said ........................... Barnaby.

“Yes!  It’s a perfect fit,” 
said ........................... Captain Starling.

“I am so excited!” said ........................... Egg.

remarked exclaimedbegged wondered replied asked

However, they were very disappointed when they saw what was in the chest. 

Now write some sentences that the pirates might have said when 
they saw the stone banana, using the words from the pieces of wood. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

protested fumed

gasped ranted

Extension Use a thesaurus to find more words for ‘said’ and 
write sentences of your own using them.

1

2

3

7

4

5

6

I can use different words for ‘said’.

Name:
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Cross out ‘said’ and replace it with a word of your own.  (You may use a thesaurus.)
The pirates were very excited when the key was returned. 

“But why did the monkey give us back the key?” 
said ........................... Barnaby.

“I never expected that!” said ........................... Egg.

“I can’t wait! Quick! Open the lid!”  
said ........................... Stragglebeard.

“Does the key open the lock?” 
said ........................... Barnaby.

“Yes!  It’s a perfect fit,” 
said ........................... Captain Starling.

“I am so excited!” said ........................... Egg.

However, they were very disappointed when they saw what was in the chest. 

Now write some sentences that the pirates might have said when 
they saw the stone banana, using the words from the pieces of wood. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

protested

complained

fumed

gasped

ranted

Extension Use a thesaurus to find more words for ‘said’ and 
write sentences of your own using them.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I can use different words for ‘said’.
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Cross out ‘said’ and replace it with one 
of the words from the pieces of wood.

The pirates were very excited when the key was returned. 

“But why did the monkey give us back the key?” 
said ........................... Barnaby.

“I never expected that!” said ........................... Egg.

“I can’t wait! Quick! Open the lid!”  
said ........................... Stragglebeard.

“Does the key open the lock?” 
said ........................... Barnaby.

“Yes!  It’s a perfect fit,” 
said ........................... Captain Starling.

“I am so excited!” said ........................... Egg.

remarked exclaimedbegged wondered replied asked

However, they were very disappointed when they saw what was in the chest. 

Now write some sentences that the pirates might have said when 
they saw the stone banana, using the words from the pieces of wood. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

protested fumed

gasped ranted

Extension Use a thesaurus to find more words for ‘said’ and 
write sentences of your own using them.

1

2

3

7

4

5

6

I can use different words for ‘said’.
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Cross out ‘said’ and replace it with a word of your own.  (You may use a thesaurus.)
The pirates were very excited when the key was returned. 

“But why did the monkey give us back the key?” 
said ........................... Barnaby.

“I never expected that!” said ........................... Egg.

“I can’t wait! Quick! Open the lid!”  
said ........................... Stragglebeard.

“Does the key open the lock?” 
said ........................... Barnaby.

“Yes!  It’s a perfect fit,” 
said ........................... Captain Starling.

“I am so excited!” said ........................... Egg.

However, they were very disappointed when they saw what was in the chest. 

Now write some sentences that the pirates might have said when 
they saw the stone banana, using the words from the pieces of wood. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

protested

complained

fumed

gasped

ranted

Extension Use a thesaurus to find more words for ‘said’ and 
write sentences of your own using them.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I can use different words for ‘said’.
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