Chapter 5

They landed in a field behind the house which Mr Crumb said he saw Miss Vile enter,
the day he followed her back from school. Three people on one broomstick was a bit of
a squeeze, and Amber was pleased to get off. At any other time, she would have found
it an exhilarating experience flying above those rooftops, but on this particular night
she had more important things on her mind. They crept silently up to the high hedge
surrounding the large garden. Mr Broom found a small gap in the hedge and, one by
one, they attempted to squeeze through. Amber managed it easily, but both men almost
got stuck. Then they crawled on their hands and knees towards the house. Huge nettles
grew everywhere and they got stung several times. They also suffered many bites as they
made their way across the ant-infested lawn before reaching the comparative safety of
a wall. They cautiously peered over the top of the wall. They could make out a few dark
shapes moving across a candlelit room in the house. Some croaky voices and numerous
cackles could be heard through an open window. Miss Vile was holding some sort of
gathering! Mr Broom signalled for the other two to stay hidden while he sneaked closer
to better overhear the conversation inside the house.

“Most children don’t eat school meals.” Mr Broom recognised that voice: it was
Miss Wand. “There are possibly only fifty children in the whole school who have school
meals. Will that be enough?”

“That is too few children. We must have at least a hundred to make our plan
worthwhile!” He recognised that voice as well: it was Esmeralda Evil. Grandad had been
right all along! Mr Broom had heard enough and began creeping back to the wall.

Then, unexpectedly, the patio doors slid ajar and a cat appeared in the opening.

“Out you go, Lucifer darling,” cooed Miss Vile. On seeing Mr Broom, Lucifer immediately

shrieked “Intruder!” at the top of his cat voice. Mr Broom froze. The patio doors suddenly

opened wide and Amber saw that woman (the one she knew as Miss Vile) standing in

the doorway. Amber gasped! Miss Vile would surely see Mr Broom straightaway! He had

no chance of escape! But she was forgetting that Mr Broom was a wizard of many years’
f experience. Before Miss Vile could see him, he had quickly turned himself into a mouse.
’ Miss Vile laughed when she saw what Lucifer had shouted at. “Well, what are you waiting
for?” she asked the cat. “Kill it!” Mr Broom squeaked in fright and quickly scurried off with
a killer cat in hot pursuit. “It was just a field mouse,” Amber heard Miss Vile explaining to
her guests. “Later this evening he will bring a present of a dead mouse into the house.”
}:} ¥ She closed the door and a shiver went down Amber’s spine.
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Determiners are words that introduce a noun. One or more determiners can be placed before a noun.
The definite article (the) and the indefinite articles (a and an) are one type of determiner. There are
several other types of determiner.

Articles: a, an, the s
Demonstratives: this, that, those, these

Possessives (sometimes called possessive adjectives): my, your, his, her, its, our, their
Quantifiers: some, every, each, many, more, several, few, most, no

Numbers: one, two, three, etc

Distributives: either, neither

Difference words: other, another

[ |
¥ " | canidentify determiners.

Underline all the determiners in the sentences below.

Amber and Mr Crumb watched the two animals run across the lawn.
Lucifer, the cat, was several metres behind.

Mr Broom, the mouse, dived into some bushes.
His enemy chased in after him.

The mouse came out of the other side.

The cat followed a few seconds later.

That cat would not give up.

It nearly had hold of the mouse many times.
Most mice would have given up by now.

But this mouse was no ordinary mouse.

Each time the cat caught up, the mouse sped away.
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With the cat in hot pursuit, the mouse ran into a potting shed.
@ For several minutes, neither animal appeared.

o Q Then the cat came out of the shed with a mouse in its mouth.

@ Lucifer had caught their friend!
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Extension Find all the determiners in the passage.
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Determiners are words that introduce a noun. One or more determiners can be placed before a noun.
The definite article (the) and the indefinite articles (a and an) are one type of determiner. There are
several other types of determiner.

Articles: a, an, the s
Demonstratives: this, that, those, these

Possessives (sometimes called possessive adjectives): my, your, his, her, its, our, their
Quantifiers: some, every, each, many, more, several, few, most, no

Numbers: one, two, three, etc

Distributives: either, neither

Difference words: other, another

£
@

| can identify determiners.

Underline the determiner in the sentences below, and state what type of
defterminer it is.

0 Amber and Mr Crumb watched the two animals run across the lawn. ...... reeereeneastenenes

Q Lucifer, the cat, was several metres behind. .

e Mr Broom, the mouse, dived into some bushes. ..........

0 His enemy chased in after him. .... ceetseneesesiseaens

e The mouse came out of the other side. .... rereererereastetesnas

o The cat followed a few seconds later. ....... reeeeeeeeeeseee e seessen

0 That cat would not give up. .........

e It nearly had hold of the mouse many times. ......... ceersenesaneans

e Most mice would have given up by now. ........ ceevsersensnies

@ But this mouse was no ordinary mouse.

o Each time the cat caught up, the mouse sped away. ..... JEOTRRRN

@ With the cat in hot pursuit, the mouse ran into a potting shed. ...... e

x
, @ For several minutes, neither animal appeared. .... . eereresansanraesanes

Y @ Then the cat came out of the shed with a mouse in its mouth. .

@ Lucifer had caught their friend!
R

N Extension Find all the determiners in the passage.
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Determiners are words that introduce a noun. One or more determiners can be placed before a noun.
The definite article (the) and the indefinite articles (a and an) are one type of determiner. There are
several other types of determiner.

Articles: a, an, the s
Demonstratives: this, that, those, these

Possessives (sometimes called possessive adjectives): my, your, his, her, its, our, their
Quantifiers: some, every, each, many, more, several, few, most, no

Numbers: one, two, three, etc

Distributives: either, neither

Difference words: other, another

h
¥ " |can identify determiners.

Place a determiner in the sentences. (The word in the brackets tells you what
type to use)

0 Amber and Mr Crumb watched the cereeesereaeeaane animals run across the lawn. (number)
Q Lucifer, the cat, was. cerveeseesnnnaens metres behind. (quantifier)
e Mr Broom, the mouse, dived into ....... bushes. (quantifier)
0 ..... .enemy chased in after him. (possessive)
e The mouse came out of the SR side. (difference)
o The cat followed a ....... seconds later. (quantifier)
e ..... .cat would not give up. (demonstrative)
e It nearly had hold of the mouse ..... . .. times. (quantifier)
Q ..... . mice would have given up by now. (quantifier)
@ But this mouse was ......... . cetseseastseseaees ordinary mouse. (quantifier) )
o ..... .time the cat caught up, the mouse sped away. (distributive) %
@ With the cat in hot pursuit, the mouse ran into cererssnrasranes potting shed. (article)
M , @ For several minutes, ... . ....animal appeared. (distributive)
& @ Then the cat came out of the shed with a mouse in ........ . mouth. (possessive)

@ Lucifer had caught ........ - cnssssssnnennnnees fri€NA! (DOSSESSIVE)
R
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Extension Find all the determiners in the passage.
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