
 Mrs McKenna made a cup of cocoa while 
Dr McKenna looked at the scratch on my arm.  
“You’ll need some iodine on that, old chap,” he said 
after examining the cut.  He got his doctor’s bag and 
removed a small brown bottle.  “It’ll be easier if you 
take your pyjama top off,” he said.  “It’s filthy anyway.”  
I reluctantly took off my top and stood rather  
self-consciously while he applied the iodine with a 
strip of soft lint.  “There, that should do you,” he said.  
I quickly put the dirty pyjama jacket back on.

 Mrs McKenna handed me a cup of cocoa.  
“When you’ve finished your drink, I’ll sort you out with 
something clean to put on.  There’s an old nightshirt 
you can wear.”  I must have looked alarmed for she 
quickly added, “You can borrow Grant’s pyjamas, but I’m 
afraid they will be rather big.”  

 “Or you can borrow my wife’s silk pyjamas, but they will be 
rather pink.”

 “Don’t be silly, Grant,” said Mrs McKenna. “He doesn’t want to wear my pink pyjamas.”  
She turned to go.  “I’ll put the nightshirt on your bed.  Is that alright with you, Duncan?”  
I mumbled my thanks and sipped the steaming hot cocoa.  

 “It’s a funny business,” Dr McKenna confided in me when we were alone, “but I heard from 
Mr Crookshaw that there was some tomfoolery at school where it was you who had been 
accused of changing your name.  But he must have got it wrong, for it seems it was Kenneth 
all along.”

 “Yeah!  It was Kenneth,” I muttered into my cup.

 “Hmmm!  I’ve suspected for a while that old Crookshaw’s memory wasn’t what it used 
to be.”  Dr McKenna seemed to wait for a response, but I just looked into my cocoa cup.  
“He used to teach me, you know.  He wasn’t a bad old stick.  We couldn’t get anything past 
him in those days.  He could see right through the boys’ lies.”  He paused for a moment.  
“If you’ve finished your cocoa, you’d better get yourself to bed.”

 I was relieved to be sent to bed; I didn’t like the direction Dr McKenna’s conversation was 
going.  Upstairs, Mrs McKenna had laid the nightshirt on my bed.  I didn’t want to wear it, 
but my pyjama top was rather wet and muddy.  I took off the dirty pyjama jacket and pulled 
the clean nightshirt over my head.  It came down to my ankles.  Then I removed the muddy 
trousers and the stained pyjama bottoms.

 “Leave them by the door.  My wife will wash them tomorrow.”  I hadn’t realised that 
Dr McKenna had entered the bedroom and it startled me.  “You’ll be much better off in that 
nightshirt,” he said.  “You certainly don’t want to be wearing ladies’ pyjamas!”  He looked me 
directly in the eyes, and I had this horrible feeling that he could read my mind.  “Goodnight,” 
he said as he turned off the light.  I lay down on the bed and planned my getaway.
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Place apostrophes in the correct places to show contraction and possession.

Choose the correct use of the apostrophe from the brackets to complete 
the sentences.

Apostrophes have two functions:
 1. To join two words together, showing where you have missed letters out. (contraction)
 2. To show that something belongs to something else. (possession)

Contraction example: “If you’ve finished your cocoa, you’d better get yourself to bed.”
The contracted words are:          you have  and               you had

Possession example: “You can borrow my wife’s pyjamas.” 
   (The apostrophe goes before the s in the singular.)

   “You certainly don’t want to wear ladies’ pyjamas.” 
   (The apostrophe goes after the s for plurals.)

I lay on the bed and thought about the day s events.

The policeman s words kept echoing through my head.

I didn t like the fact that Dr McKenna had come into the room.

I wasn t sure what he had seen.

He d looked right into my eyes like he knew my secret.

I waited until I was sure they d both gone to bed.

Then I quickly put on Kenneth s old trousers.

I tucked the doctor s nightshirt into the waistband.

I waited for the first of the .............................................. rays to peek over the top of the hill. (suns’/sun’s)

I .............................................. forget the other suitcase, I reminded myself. (mustn’t/must’nt)

I crept quietly down the stairs; I ........... want .........barks waking everyone up. (did’nt/didn’t) (Tess’/Tess’s)

My shoes ............................................ as muddy as ............................................ expected. (wern’t/weren’t) (I’d/Ide)

.............................................. free, I thought as I closed the door behind me. (Iam/I’m)

As I crossed the field I heard police .............................................. sirens in the distance. (car’s/cars’)

Surely the police .............................................. be back for me already! (cant/can’t)

I ....................................... headed for the barn earlier in the morning. (should’ve/should of)
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I can use apostrophes for contractions and possession.

Name:
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Choose the correct use of the apostrophe from the brackets.

Write the words in brackets in the spaces using the apostrophe for contraction 
or possession.

Apostrophes have two functions:
 1. To join two words together, showing where you have missed letters out. (contraction)
 2. To show that something belongs to something else. (possession)

Contraction example: “If you’ve finished your cocoa, you’d better get yourself to bed.”
The contracted words are:          you have  and               you had

Possession example: “You can borrow my wife’s pyjamas.” 
   (The apostrophe goes before the s in the singular.)

   “You certainly don’t want to wear ladies’ pyjamas.” 
   (The apostrophe goes after the s for plurals.)

I lay on the bed and thought about the .............................................. events. (days/day’s)

The .............................................. words kept echoing through my head. (policeman’s/policemans’)

I .............................................. like the fact that Dr McKenna had come into the room. (didn’t/did’nt)

I .............................................. sure what he had seen. (was’nt/wasn’t)

.............................................. looked right into my eyes like he knew my secret. (H’ed/He’d)

I waited until I was sure .............................................. both gone to bed. (they’d/there’d)

Then I quickly put on .............................................. old trousers. (Kenneths’/Kenneth’s)

I tucked the .............................................. nightshirt into the waistband. (doctor’s/doctors’)

I waited for the first of the .............................................. to peek over the top of the hill. (rays of the sun)

I .............................................. forget the other suitcase, I reminded myself. (must not)

I crept quietly down the stairs; I ................ want ............................. waking everyone up. (did not) (barks of Tess)

My shoes .............................................. as muddy as .............................................. expected. (were not) (I had)

.............................................. free, I thought as I closed the door behind me. (I am)

As I crossed the field I heard ............................................................ in the distance. (sirens of police cars)

Surely the police .............................................. be back for me already! (cannot)

I ....................................... headed for the barn earlier in the morning. (should have/should of)
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I can use apostrophes for contractions and possession.
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Write the words in brackets in the spaces using the apostrophe for contraction 
or possession.

Apostrophes have two functions:
 1. To join two words together, showing where you have missed letters out. (contraction)
 2. To show that something belongs to something else. (possession)

Contraction example: “If you’ve finished your cocoa, you’d better get yourself to bed.”
The contracted words are:          you have  and               you had

Possession example: “You can borrow my wife’s pyjamas.” 
   (The apostrophe goes before the s in the singular.)

   “You certainly don’t want to wear ladies’ pyjamas.” 
   (The apostrophe goes after the s for plurals.)

I lay on the bed and thought about the .......................................... . (events of the day)

The .......................................... kept echoing through my head. (words of the policeman)

I .................................... like the fact that Dr McKenna had come into the room. (did not)

I ................................... sure what he had seen. (was not)

.......................................... looked right into my eyes like he knew my secret. (He had)

I waited until I was sure .......................................... both gone to bed. (they had)

Then I quickly put on ........................................................ . (the old trousers belonging to Kenneth)

I tucked the .......................................... into the waistband. (nightshirt belonging to the doctor)

I waited for the first of the ..........................................to peek over the top of the hill. (rays of the sun)

I .......................................... forget the other suitcase, I reminded myself. (must not)

I crept quietly down the stairs; I ............. want .......................... waking everyone up. (did not) (barks of Tess)

My shoes .............................................. as muddy as .............................................. expected. (were not) (I had)

.............................................. free, I thought as I closed the door behind me. (I am)

As I crossed the field I heard ................................................... in the distance. (sirens of police cars)

Surely the police .............................................. be back for me already! (cannot)

I .............................................. headed for the barn earlier in the morning. (should have/should of)
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I can use apostrophes for contractions and possession.
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