
 I wasn’t sure if I had heard correctly.  “Your wife has the same name as me?” I asked 
incredulously.  “What are the chances of that?”

 “It’s certainly no coincidence, Drew,” replied Mr Carter as he drove on towards 
Manchester. “It took me a while to realise.  I thought you were a young lad called Duncan 
Spooner.  Why would I think otherwise?  It wasn’t until you mentioned vaccines that I became 
suspicious.  What young lad would know about vaccines?  Unless his father were an eminent 
doctor or …,” his voice trailed off.

 “Or what?” I asked inquisitively.

 “Or he came from the future!”  He took his eyes off the road for a moment, glancing at 
me to note my reaction.  “Then, when Dr McKenna told me a young lad had been taken away 
by the police, my curiosity was further aroused.  It didn’t take long to piece it together and 
discover the truth.”

 “You don’t seem surprised that I’m from the future,” I said rather warily.

 “It’s not at all surprising when you consider my wife is from the future as well!” he casually 
replied as if it were the most normal thing in the world.

 I thought about this carefully for a few minutes as we travelled north.  There was a lot to 
take in, but then the truth slowly began to dawn on me.  Mrs Carter had time-travelled back 
in time – just like me! Mrs Carter had been called Drew Hargreaves – just like me!  Mrs Carter 
lived in Hulme – just like me!  Mrs Carter was … me!  I could hardly believe it.  “You know I’m a 
girl then?” was all I could think of saying.

 “My wife told me she were very much a tomboy when she were a girl.” 

 “But I don’t get it!” I exclaimed uncertainly.  “Mrs Carter is old and I’m young!  How’s that 
possible?”

 “Don’t you understand?” said Mr Carter.  “Mrs Carter didn’t travel into the past until she 
was much older.  That’s why we’ve got to get you back quick.  You need to return to the future 
so that you can time-travel back to the past when you are a grown woman.”

 This was becoming much too confusing for me.  All I knew was that I needed to get back 
to Hulme, find my mobile and somehow set the clock so that I returned to my proper time.  
We spent the rest of the journey in silence until we reached the outskirts of Hulme.  There had 
been even more damage done to the houses and streets than on the night of the  
air-raid when my adventures had begun.  People in the street stopped and stared as 
the Bentley passed by.  It wouldn’t be often that a very expensive car like the Bentley 
passed along the streets of Hulme.  We stopped at the end of my street, and I got out and 
approached the pile of rubble that was once my house.

 “Looking for this?” said a voice behind me.  I turned around to see the policeman.  He was 
holding my mobile in his hand!  I was finished!
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Draw a circle around the underlined words in the sentences which are adverbs. 
(In each sentence one of the underlined words is not an adverb.)   
(Some of the underlined words are not adverbs.)

Adverbs would be easy to identify if they all ended in “ly”, but confusingly there are many adverbs that 
don’t have this ending.

Adverbs would be easy to spot if they all described a verb, but some adverbs are used to describe an 
adjective: The Bentley was a very expensive car.
And some adverbs are used to describe another adverb.  Drew spoke rather warily.

When Drew saw the policeman she thought she would never return to the future. 

She almost cried when she saw he had her mobile in his hand. 

She considered running away again. 

But what he did next astonished her. 

He rather unexpectedly offered the phone to her.

“You’re a very difficult young lady to track down,” he said. 

“You disguised yourself so cleverly I very nearly gave up trying to find you.”

“What obviously did not enter your head was the fact that I wanted to help!” 

“I somehow think you are definitely going to need this phone.” 

“I’m quite sure there are even more adventures waiting for you when you get back to the future.” 

“Well, don’t stand there gawping so.  Take the phone quick before I change my mind.”

Without any further comment, Drew took the phone from the policeman’s outstretched hand. 

It didn’t take long to turn on the mobile; the battery was surprisingly fully charged. 
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Extension Find all the adverbs in the passage (both with and without 
the ‘ly’ ending) and use them in sentences of your own.118
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Identify the adverbs in the sentences below by underlining them. (The number in 
the brackets tells you how many to look out for.)

Adverbs would be easy to identify if they all ended in “ly”, but confusingly there are many adverbs that 
don’t have this ending.

Adverbs would be easy to spot if they all described a verb, but some adverbs are used to describe an 
adjective: The Bentley was a very expensive car.
And some adverbs are used to describe another adverb.  Drew spoke rather warily.

When Drew saw the policeman she thought she would never return to the future. (1)

She almost cried when she saw he had her mobile in his hand. (1)

She considered running away again. (1)

But what he did next astonished her. (1)

He rather unexpectedly offered the phone to her. (2)

“You’re a very difficult young lady to track down,” he said. (1)

“You disguised yourself so cleverly I very nearly gave up trying to find you.” (4)

“What obviously did not enter your head was the fact that I wanted to help!” (2)

“I somehow think you are definitely going to need this phone.” (2)

“I’m quite sure there are even more adventures waiting for you when you get back to the future.” (3)

“Well, don’t stand there gawping so.  Take the phone quick before I change my mind.” (3)

Without any further comment, Drew took the phone from the policeman’s outstretched hand. (1)

It didn’t take long to turn on the mobile; the battery was surprisingly fully charged. (2)
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Extension Find all the adverbs in the passage (both with and without 
the ‘ly’ ending) and use them in sentences of your own.119
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Identify the adverbs in the sentences below by underlining them. (There are often 
more than one to find.)

Adverbs would be easy to identify if they all ended in “ly”, but confusingly there are many adverbs that 
don’t have this ending.

Adverbs would be easy to spot if they all described a verb, but some adverbs are used to describe an 
adjective: The Bentley was a very expensive car.
And some adverbs are used to describe another adverb.  Drew spoke rather warily.

When Drew saw the policeman she thought she would never return to the future. 

She almost cried when she saw he had her mobile in his hand. 

She considered running away again. 

But what he did next astonished her. 

He rather unexpectedly offered the phone to her.

“You’re a very difficult young lady to track down,” he said. 

“You disguised yourself so cleverly I very nearly gave up trying to find you.” 

“What obviously did not enter your head was the fact that I wanted to help!” 

“I somehow think you are definitely going to need this phone.” 

“I’m quite sure there are even more adventures waiting for you when you get back to the future.” 

“Well, don’t stand there gawping so.  Take the phone quick before I change my mind.” 

Without any further comment, Drew took the phone from the policeman’s outstretched hand. 

It didn’t take long to turn on the mobile; the battery was surprisingly fully charged. 
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Extension Find all the adverbs in the passage (both with and without 
the ‘ly’ ending) and use them in sentences of your own.120
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